
Happy New Year! 

On what may be one of the coldest mornings of the 

year, I decided to get going on this newsletter.  

What’s up with that???  I guess I’m just hopelessly 

optimistic… 

The 2014 gardening season at the Prospect Park 

Community Gardens was ambitious.  Time got away 

from me and the monthly newsletters fell victim.  

We’ll see how many we can get out this year.   

2015 is already shaping up to continue our incredible 

run.  The Arthur sites has a full complement of 

gardeners signed up and we’re trying to squeeze 

others in wherever there are cracks.  Yale may have 

some turnover but there is a waiting list building for 

those plots.  The growth opportunity is at the 

Cornerstone site.  We even have people from the 

North Loop asking about plots there. 

We are deep into the 2015 planning.  We’re hoping 

to partner with East Side Neighborhood Services to 

have the daytime youth gardening program for the K-

5 Luxton Learners this summer at Camp 

Cornerstone.  We are also looking to continue the 

Luxton Park Youth Gardening Program in the 

evening at Yale.   The bees will be back with their 

accompanying educational program.  And we’re 

strategizing on how to increase the participation in 

our GardenShare program at Cornerstone.   

Construction projects at Cornerstone include 

finishing the tool shed, building out more of the 

hydroponics structures, and putting up a gazebo for 

shade.  We’ll see if the funding falls into place for the 

Pallet Pavilion there. 

So it’s time for you to wake up from the gardening 

hibernation, too.  Please take note of deadlines 

detailed below.  We’re staying out of the collections 

business so get your plot fees in by March 1st if you 

want to keep your plots or raised beds.  

We’re looking forward to seeing you all working in 

the garden again! 

Del 

 

Buurrrrr. . .  

Welcome to the 

New Gardener!   

We’ll catch up on introducing 

our new gardeners  in the 

next issue.  Stay tuned!!! 
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First Things First: 

SEND IN YOUR PLOT FEES!!! 

Fees are $30 again for a full plot ($20 for a half) at 

Arthur and Yale, $10 for a 4x8 raised bed at 

Cornerstone, and $20 for the GardenShare which 

includes soil and hydroponic plantings at 

Cornerstone.  Fees are due March 1st.  Please mail, 

walk ,or run them to: 

Prospect Park Community Gardens 

125 Cecil Street S.E. 

Minneapolis, MN  55414 

Remember, we will not be chasing after people this 

year.  If we have not received payment, we will 

release your plot to someone on the waiting list 

beginning March 1st.  So don’t wait - please get your 

payment in NOW.  We’ll take the signed 

gardener’s agreement, too, if  we don’t have one on 

file. 

 

Welcome New Gardeners!   

Last year we had some gardeners move on, but we 

also picked up quite a few new gardeners, especially 

with bringing Cornerstone online.  We’ll get a list of 

the gardeners out in the March issue after we see 

who returns. 

 

Spring Crops! 

Check out THIS seasonal planting guide for 

suggestions on spring veggies to plant and harvest. 

Also, please compost! While bins are available at all 

three sites, we are encouraging techniques to 

compost within your own plots such as trenching.  If 

anyone would like to learn a little more about 

composting, click HERE or see page 2.  

 

Spring Timeframe 

- Click HERE for a short list of Helpful tips on 

beginning a garden! 

 Please refresh yourself on the milestone dates 

in the Gardener’s Agreement.  Click HERE to 

see it on our Web site. 

http://www.extension.umn.edu/farm-to-school/docs/seasonal-chart-red-lake.pdf
http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-garden/soils/composting-and-mulching-guide/
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwcGNnbW58Z3g6N2M1N2ZhOTViODk5MGY2MA
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwcGNnbW58Z3g6NjU4Nzc1MWY1YjY0NWNiMg
http://users.usinternet.com/dhampton/ppcg/mural_2014-09-18_001a.JPG
http://users.usinternet.com/dhampton/ppcg/shed_2014-08-26_016a.JPG
http://users.usinternet.com/dhampton/ppcg/yale_2014-07-27_001a.JPG
http://users.usinternet.com/dhampton/ppcg/GC_pizza_2014-08-27_005a.JPG
http://users.usinternet.com/dhampton/ppcg/hst_2014-08-20_002.JPG


Missed the Fall Clean-Up Deadline?   

We extended the fall clean-up deadline last year due to the incredible fall 

weather, but we notified gardeners in two different emails that the plots 

still needed to be cleaned out before the ground froze.  While most 

gardeners did a wonderful job, some fell short and didn’t get the debris 

pulled.  Pursuant to the Gardener’s Agreement, PLEASE TAKE NOTE 

that after March 1st the plots will be cleaned out for you and you will 

forfeit your gardening privileges.  The plots will then be assigned to 

another gardener.  You will be allowed to reapply for another garden plot 

only after one year, and only at the discretion of the garden coordinators/

committee.  If you have any questions about this please contact 

ppcg.coordinators@ppcgmn.org. 

 

Direct incorporation of organic matter 

Composting is not always a viable option for the gardener. However, 

there are many other ways to add organic matter to the soil and still reap 

the benefits.  

Since the following methods do not create hot compost piles, gardeners 

should take care not to introduce diseased plants or weed seeds in any of 

them. They should be places in sealed plastic bags and disposed of 

separately.  Some of the methods of direct incorporation include: 

Sheet method: Spreading organic matter such as leaves and grass 

clippings, straw, rotted hay or raw manure directly over the soil. Some 

users turn it under whenever it is applied and others let it cover the soil 

in winter and turn it under in spring. When opaque (black or red) plastic 

is used, a variation on sheet composting is to spread the organic matter 

under the plastic, where it decomposes more quickly using the heat 

created by the plastic.  

Trench method: One of the oldest and simplest ways to add organic 

matter is simply digging a trench or one hole at a time and burying organic 

matter as it becomes available. The trench can even be made between 

plants or rows during the growing season. The organic matter is typically 

kitchen waste, such as food scraps or coffee grounds, but any organic 

matter can be added this way. 

Hugelkultur method: Often called in-place composting, the gardener 

creates a mound or hill (Hugel, in German) of organic matter in the 

garden. While there are several variations, all include piling up organic 

materials in layers, usually with the coarsest on the bottom and letting the 

materials decompose in place. In most systems, crops are planted in the 

top layer, while the lower layers are still in the original undecomposed 

form. Possible materials from bottom to top are: twigs, leaves, manure, 

straw, grass clippings and compost or soil. 

  

http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/factsheets/orgmatter/ 

 

January 2015 

Volume 3, Issue 1 

P P C G  N e w s—Pa g e  2  

Service Projects  

We’ll be setting up work teams to tackle some of the garden projects.   

They will include: 

 Setting up the water system 

 Getting and distributing compost 

 Managing the compost bin 

 Mowing and common area maintenance throughout the year 

 Garden Gleaning program 

 Building projects at Cornerstone 

The time spent on these projects will go towards the required service 

commitment.  If you are interested in leading one of these work 

streams please let us know. 

 

Garden Design Resources 

Looking for help in laying out your vegetable garden?  Consider using 

the square-foot gardening technique.  You can get to the material by 

clicking on these links:  

Garden Design Process: Garden design guide 

Sq Ft Gardening: Square foot spacing handout 

Contact FarmerDelMN@aol.com if you have questions on this. 

mailto:ppcg.coordinators@ppcgmn.org?subject=Please%20spare%20me!!!
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/factsheets/orgmatter/
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwcGNnbW58Z3g6MThiYWJjODM0M2RiNzA0OA
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwcGNnbW58Z3g6MmUwZWQ4NmNhNzkwYmZiMw
mailto:FarmerDelMN@aol.com
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwcGNnbW58Z3g6MmRjZTIwYTc5YzBhYzg3Ng
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwcGNnbW58Z3g6MjE1MmUyMzJhNWE5MWFkYQ
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwcGNnbW58Z3g6NjMxNzRhNjI0YmMyYzQyMQ
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwcGNnbW58Z3g6MTk1MGYwNTdlNzdjYjgyZQ
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwcGNnbW58Z3g6MTkyNDQ0NmRkODNkYWJjMQ
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxwcGNnbW58Z3g6MThiYWJjODM0M2RiNzA0OA

