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Seed Swap
Yawnnnnn...
Just think: A couple more weeks of this cold and
spring will be knocking at the door. I’m predicting an
early spring and therefore an early planting season.
Are you actively getting prepared? Or at least
thinking about it???
We will have a spring All Gardener’s Meeting this
year on March 14th at the Luxton Park Rec Center.
See the following article for details.
I’m so excited by the number or new gardeners who
are signing up this year! Since Arthur will have little
or no turnover, and most of the gardeners at Yale
are returning, most of the new gardeners are going
to Cornerstone. One of our early projects will be to
build more raised beds. By my count we’ll need
at least 10 more to cover the current demand.
Exciting! We’ll plan a work party once we have a
better sense of the spring weather. Since my righthand man Elliot has graduated from the U and moved
on we’ll need you to step up and help when the call
goes out.
So wake up from the gardening hibernation! I’m
excited about the community building opportunity at
the All Gardener’s Meeting.
Del

All-Gardeners Meeting (March 14th)
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! We want to have an
All-Gardeners Meeting on Saturday March 14th
from 10:00 a.m.—12:00 pm. at the Luxton Park
Rec Center. This is a quasi-mandatory meeting! It
will be a great opportunity to meet your fellow
gardeners. This is where you will receive your
"official" plot assignments and you can sign up for
your service commitments. We will also go over
policies, procedures, and the milestones as detailed in
the gardeners agreement plus share essential info
about the upcoming year.
If you can’t attend please send someone who can
stand in for you or RSVP to let us know you won’t
be there. Please RSVP to the Evite we will send.

At the end of the meeting we’ll have a Seed Swap.
Bring some of your extra seeds and swap them with
others who have seeds you would like to try. Last
year’s feature vegetable was zucchetta. This year it
is kwintus pole beans. I have extra seeds of both if
you would like to grow them. They will be featured
in the Prospect Park Garden Club cook-offs in July
and August so I’m looking for folks to grow them so
that we have extra to use for the cook-offs.
We’ll also have a education station set up for those
who want to learn more about starting your own
seedlings. Plus I’ll have some free seeds packets.

A REMINDER: PLOT FEES!!!
If you haven’t already done so, the fees are due
March 1st. They are $30 again for a full plot ($20
for a half) at Arthur and Yale, $10 for a 4x8 raised
bed at Cornerstone, and $20 for the GardenShare
which includes soil and hydroponic plantings at
Cornerstone. Please mail, walk ,or run them to:
Prospect Park Community Gardens
125 Cecil Street S.E.
Minneapolis, MN 55414
Remember, we will not be chasing after people this
year. THIS IS YOUR FINAL NOTICE. If we
have not received payment by March 1st, we will
release your plot to someone on the waiting list. So
don’t wait - please get your payment in NOW.
And oh yeah, we’ll take the signed gardener’s
agreement, too, if we don’t have one on file.

Luxton Youth Gardening
The Luxton youth will all be at Cornerstone this
year. We will be partnering with East Side
Neighborhood Services to have the daytime youth
gardening program for the K-5 Luxton Learners at
Camp Cornerstone. And the bees will be back—
that has always been a special event for the kids.
The evening program from last year will become an
after school program and will focus on harvesting
from the Cornerstone beds and cooking fresh,
healthy food.

Welcome to the
New Gardener!
See the article on Page 2.
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Welcome New Gardeners!
It’s still too early to tell who is not returning, but we have picked up quite
a few new gardeners this year. Welcome aboard!
 Gib Ahlstrand, Arthur (potato tower only)
 Anuradha Gopalakrishnan, Cornerstone
 Chelsea Miller, Cornerstone
 Jillian Landeck, Cornerstone
 Nicole Witstine, Cornerstone
 Surly Brewery, Cornerstone

Also, please compost! While bins are available at all three sites, we are
encouraging techniques to compost within your own plots such as
trenching. Please see the January 2015 newsletter for a great article
on direct incorporation of organic matter back into the soil. If anyone
would like to learn a little more about composting, click HERE.

Spring Timeframe
- Click HERE for a short list of Helpful tips on beginning a garden!


Please refresh yourself on the milestone dates in the Gardener’s
Agreement. Click HERE to see it on our Web site.

 Lauren Pearce, Yale or Cornerstone
 Heather Johnson, Yale
 Maryann and Hans-Peter DeRuiter, Yale

Just In:
I am happy to announce that Surly Brewery will be joining us at
Cornerstone this year! They will be taking some raised beds and we are
talking about growing some hops and barley there. They also want to use
the site for some of their Surly Gives A Damn events. Stay tuned.

Service Projects
The two top line service projects this year will be the composting and the
garden gleaning. These are two areas where the gardeners overall can do
much better. More on that at the All-Gardener’s meeting. We’ll be
setting up work teams to tackle some of the garden projects. They will
include:


Setting up the water system



Getting and distributing compost



Managing the compost bin



Mowing and common area maintenance throughout the year



Garden Gleaning program



Building projects at Cornerstone

The time spent on these projects will go towards the required service
commitment. If you are interested in leading one of these work streams
please let us know.
A special thanks to Laura Felice and her dad, Larry, who built the new
compost bin at Yale!

Spring Crops!
Check out THIS seasonal planting guide for suggestions on spring veggies
to plant and harvest.

Garden Design Resources
Looking for help in laying out your vegetable garden? Consider using
the square-foot gardening technique. You can get to the material by
clicking on these links:
Garden Design Process: Garden design guide
Sq Ft Gardening: Square foot spacing handout
Contact FarmerDelMN@aol.com if you have questions on this.

